IS Bringing Jesus to His People

MIR-IBN-MOHAMMAD

ike most people in my tribe, when I was a
I young boy I went to the madrasah (Islamic

school) for training in the Quran and prepa-
ration for jihad (holy war). As I read the Quran, I no-
ticed that it talks about Jesus in ways that are different
from other prophets; I was curious and confused. I
left the madrasah and went to another city. There a
friend of mine introduced me to a committed follower
of Jesus who taught from the Bible. I liked his stories
about Jesus and saw that he prayed to God in Jesus’
name, but I didn’t really think that it was for me. I
didn’t see how Jesus could be for Muslims.

A couple of years later, my school class went on a
picnic outing by the sea. As part of the field trip, we
went out boat-
ing, and many of
the students were
jumping in the
water to swim. I
didn’t know how
to swim. But I
thought, “My
people are from the mountains; we are the bravest
people. Why are all these other, weaker students

not afraid to go in the water, but I am?” To prove

my bravery, I jumped in the water, too. Because I
didn’t get too far away from the boat, I was fine.
Then I decided to jump in a second time. This time

I jumped farther. I quickly realized that I wasn’t
okay—I was sinking! I called out, praying in the way
I learned as a boy, and nothing happened. Then I
remembered how that teacher prayed in Jesus’ name,
and I thought, “I have nothing to lose; I'm about

to drown.” So I cried out “Jesus, save me!” Then 1
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| WANTED TO LEAD THE TRIBE IN A WAY THAT EVERYONE
COULD SEE THAT DEVOTION TO JESUS HAD MADE A
DIFFERENCE IN MY LIFE. SO, WHENEVER THERE WERE ISSUES
THAT CAME UP, | USED THE BIBLE IN MY RULINGS.

blacked out. When I woke up again, I was back on
the boat. My friends said that they had seen me
sink, but they knew they couldn’t reach me in time.
But then they said that something had held me up
until they could get to me. I knew that was Jesus.

As soon as possible, I went back to meet the man
who taught about Jesus and told him what had hap-
pened to me. Isaid I wanted to commit my life to
Jesus. I studied more in-depth about Jesus and the
Bible with him for two years and even changed my
religious identity. I liked my new life, but I felt like
God wanted more for me. As I prayed and sought the
Lord, I felt him calling me, “Go back to your own
people and village to tell them about me.” I explained
to a friend how God was
calling me, and he agreed
to pray for me. I went back
to my home village, my
tribe. I shared about Jesus
with many in my tribe on
various short trips. At first,
it was hard work. Then,
after I had shared many times with the tribal leader,
he finally had a dream about Jesus and decided to fol-
low him. Later, when this leader was on his deathbed,
he called me to his bedside. He took off his turban
from his head and put it on mine in front of everyone
there, which meant that I was the new tribal leader. I
was shocked. I thought the next leader would be one
of his sons. But, after the period of mourning was
over, the other leaders confirmed that it was me, so I
accepted the responsibility.

I wanted to lead the tribe in a way that everyone
could see that devotion to Jesus had made a differ-
ence in my life. So, whenever there were issues that
came up, I used the Bible in my rulings. One time a
woman was brought before me who was going to be
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stoned for adultery. I based my ruling on a passage
from the Gospel, and challenged her accusers, “If
any of you are without sin, you be the one to strike
her down.” None of them could do anything, and
the woman was saved.

Over time, the other tribes heard that I was using
the Bible to lead my tribe, and that I was telling oth-
ers to trust in Jesus. Some of the other leaders were
very upset, and they set an ambush for me. When I
walked by where
they were wait-
ing for me, they
began shoot-
ing at me with
machine guns.

I started to run.
I could feel bul-
lets hitting my
body, but I kept running until I was far away. When
I stopped, I saw the holes in my shirt, and felt pain
where the bullets had hit me. But, as I looked closer,
I saw that the bullets had only wounded the surface
of my skin. Only one had fully entered my body, into
my leg. I understood that God had protected me. I
was also reminded so clearly that it is only because
of the God’s work in my heart that I am not violent
like the men shooting me. It made me so grateful for

THERE ARE NOW THOUSANDS OF HOME GROUPS OF

SEE ALL MUSLIMS FOLLOWING JESUS WITHIN ISLAM.

Discovering Biblical Faith in the Most Unexpected Places

While I was recovering in the hospital, the men who

had set the ambush found out that I had survived.
They became afraid for their lives. They knew that I
had the right in our tribal culture to send men after

them to kill them. But I knew that the Bible teaches

that you should forgive your enemies. After I had
left the hospital, I called them to me and told them,
“Because I follow the teachings of Jesus, I forgive
you.” They were so relieved. Through this, I was
able to share more with them about Jesus. Today,
their tribe is one of our most
passionate groups of Jesus-
followers.

THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES TO JESUS, WITH EACH
GROUP SERVING ABOUT TEN FAMILIES. IT IS MY PASSION TO

As I have continued lead-
ing my tribe in a biblical way
and share with others about
Jesus, we have seen more and
more put their trust in him.
There are now thousands of home groups of those
who have given their lives to Jesus, with each group
serving about ten families. It is my passion to see
all Muslims following Jesus within Islam. Starting
from our tribe, we have shared our story with many
other tribes in our country, and are trusting God

to continue to spread the good news about Jesus
throughout the rest of the Muslim world. We want
to see Jesus welcomed into his rightful place within

His protection and His provision. Islam. This is my greatest dream. ¥

The International Society for Frontier Missiology 2011 presents

The Call of the Kingdom

Resez‘z‘ing Church and Mission across the Frontiers

The terms ‘Kingdom’ and ‘Church’ are contested in mission
today, but they are catalyzing exceptional ministries across
religious and cultural frontiers. The prism of contemporary
Kingdom interpretation includes the transformation of
societies, bringing justice to the nations, and the eradication
of evils. A younger generation in mission marches to this
Kingdom cadence, opting for new models of community,
deeper devotion, and more holistic service. At ISFM 2011 a
range of international speakers will explore the interface of
Kingdom, Church and Mission in frontier settings across the
globe. Students and young adults are always welcome.

ISFM National Meeting

September 27-29, 2011 - Phoenix, Arizona
For details call: 734-765-0368

or visit www.ijffm.org/isfm/annual.htm
Registration: $50 Students:$25

Note: This meeting immediately precedes the North American
Mission Leaders Conference

For details call: 626-398-2229 or visit www.ijfm.org/isfm/annual.htm
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